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  Online Courses
 Poultry Fly Management
Learn to manage pest flies in your poultry facility using integrated pest management (IPM) practices. Build your own IPM plan that meets FDA requirements. Earn PDA core and category credits.
Read More
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  	  [image: "Syringe and Vaccine” by NIH on flickr.com Licensed under CC BY 2.0]       News

 Vaccination for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)


  
	  [image: A flock of snow geese feed in a field adjacent to a poultry layer farm. Migratory waterfowl can transmit Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza.]       News

 Avian Influenza Reminders and Heightened Alert


  
	  [image: Biosecurity Alert: Avian Influenza October 19th, 2022]       News

 Biosecurity Alert: Avian Influenza October 19th, 2022


  
	  [image: Simple biosecurity measures like wearing disposable booties on farms can help prevent the spread of HPAI. Photo Credit: John Boney, Penn State University]       News

 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza: "What, Me Worry?"










  


Stay Connected with the Poultry Team!
Sign-up to receive news and upcoming event opportunities to enhance your skills and grow your knowledge.

Complete the form to receive the latest news and upcoming event information from the Poultry Team and stay connected to what’s happening now! Extension experts provide educational resources including news, articles, videos, events, and demonstrations on topics that matter most. Topics include commercial flock management, small flock management, backyard flock, and more. Sign-up today and receive your email invitation to update your profile with learning preference and topics of interest. We are dedicated to making sure you receive the most relevant information to your learning goals!

By entering your email, you consent to receive communications from Penn State Extension. View our privacy policy.
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   Featured Articles


	   [image: HACCP in the Egg Industry: Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point System]      Articles
 HACCP in the Egg Industry: Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point System
 By Paul Patterson
 
 Voluntary participation in HACCP-type programs reduces the risk of marketing eggs contaminated with Salmonella enteritidis and maintains consumer confidence in egg products.
 

  
	   [image: Poultry Cannibalism: Prevention and Treatment]      Articles
 Poultry Cannibalism: Prevention and Treatment
 By Megan Lighty, DVM, PhD, DACPV, Kayla Niel, DVM, MS, Phillip Clauer
 
 Cannibalism in poultry is a costly and vicious habit that poultry producers cannot afford to ignore.
 

  
	   [image: Successfully Raising a Small Flock of Laying Chickens]      Articles
 Successfully Raising a Small Flock of Laying Chickens
  
 Raising a small chicken flock for egg production in the backyard has increased in popularity.
 

  
	   [image: Management Requirements for Laying Flocks]      Articles
 Management Requirements for Laying Flocks
  
 Learn the best breeds to raise and best management practices for a successful small layer flock.
 

  
	   [image: Producción de Huevos en Pequeña Escala (Orgánica y Convencional)]      Articles
 Producción de Huevos en Pequeña Escala (Orgánica y Convencional)
 By Gregory P Martin, Ph.D., PAS, Jayson K. Harper, Ph.D., Miguel Antonio Saviroff, MS, Lynn Kime, Paul Patterson
 
 La producción de huevos en pequeña escala es una de las empresas agrícolas de animales más antiguas registrada en la historia.
 

  
	   [image: Hen Reproduction]      Articles
 Hen Reproduction
 By Gregory P Martin, Ph.D., PAS, Phillip Clauer
 
 The reproductive system of the female chicken is in two parts: the ovary and oviduct.
 

  
	   [image: Small Scale Poultry Housing]      Articles
 Small Scale Poultry Housing
 By Gregory P Martin, Ph.D., PAS, Phillip Clauer
 
 Small scale poultry coops seem to be built in almost every possible shape and size.  Many existing buildings can easily be adapted to accommodate poultry.
 

  
	   [image: Commerical Poultry Industry]      Articles
 Commerical Poultry Industry
 By Phillip Clauer
 
 A small overview of the modern commercial poultry industry.
 

  
	   [image: Fertilized vs. Non-fertile Egg]      Articles
 Fertilized vs. Non-fertile Egg
 By Gregory P Martin, Ph.D., PAS, Phillip Clauer
 
 The rooster must be present for an egg to be fertilized.
 

  
	   [image: Chukar]      Articles
 Partridge Production
 By Jayson K. Harper, Ph.D., R. Michael Hulet, Lynn Kime
 
 Partridge producers typically raise one of two distinct species, the chukar or the Hungarian partridge.
 

  
	   [image: Small-Scale Egg Production (Organic and Conventional)]      Articles
 Small-Scale Egg Production (Organic and Conventional)
 By Jayson K. Harper, Ph.D., Gregory P Martin, Ph.D., PAS, Emily Shoop, Paul Patterson, Lynn Kime
 
 Egg production on a small scale is one of the oldest animal farming enterprises in recorded history. A small investment may yield several years of income.
 

  
	   [image: Photo credit: BigStock]      Articles
 Small-Flock Turkey Production
 By Jayson K. Harper, Ph.D., R. Michael Hulet, Phillip Clauer, Lynn Kime
 
 Raising turkeys can be a satisfying educational activity as well as a source of economical, high-quality meat for your family and friends.
 







   Common Problems


	   [image: "Week Old Chicks" by Jack Berry]      Videos
 Respiratory Diseases in Small Poultry Flocks
 By Megan Lighty, DVM, PhD, DACPV, Eva Wallner-Pendleton, DVM, MS, ACPV, Corissa Steimling
   
 Poultry respiratory symptoms have many potential causes with some more serious than others.
 

  
	   [image: Poultry Cannibalism: Prevention and Treatment]      Articles
 Poultry Cannibalism: Prevention and Treatment
 By Megan Lighty, DVM, PhD, DACPV, Kayla Niel, DVM, MS, Phillip Clauer
 
 Cannibalism in poultry is a costly and vicious habit that poultry producers cannot afford to ignore.
 

  
	   [image: Eggshell and feather]      Articles
 Prevention of Egg Eating in Chickens
 By Phillip Clauer
 
 Egg eating by hens is a habit which is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to break. It is important you manage your facilities so the hens never taste a broken egg.
 







 

Your Challenges, Our Expertise

Connect with us for the latest research-based knowledge and hands-on know-how. Find experts who will work with you in person or online to answer questions, solve problems, and seize opportunities.

 Meet The Experts
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    Resources and Programs

  	 Animal Diagnostic Laboratory
Full-service lab and research center that provides in-depth, rapid diagnostic information to support disease control, health management, and performance of animals.

Read More     
	 Animal Science Apprenticeship Program
Work your way into a rewarding career in animal agriculture with an innovative program that matches career seekers with training and a paid work experience while you learn.

Read More     
	 Avian Influenza
Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) viruses are present in commercial and backyard poultry flocks, and in wild waterfowl. This landing page serves to provide the most up-to-date information and resources for poultry owners in Pennsylvania.

Read More     
	 Pennsylvania 4-H
4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

Read More     
	 Pennsylvania Nutrient Management Program
This program provides a comprehensive source of information about the Nutrient Management Act (Act 38, 2005), and associated technical guidance and educational information.

Read More     
	 Pennsylvania Women's Agricultural Network
PA-WAgN supports women in agriculture by providing positive learning environments, networking, and empowerment opportunities.

Read More 











 
    
          Are you looking for information on poultry farming and the poultry industry? Penn State Extension offers the most updated information on a range of topics relevant to commercial poultry growers, as well as to backyard farmers. The discussed topics include biosecurity, nutrition, poultry production and management, commercial hatcheries, small flock production, and poultry diseases.

Poultry and Chicken Farming Industry

Pennsylvania is one of the leaders in the US in terms of poultry farming. It is one of the largest egg producing states and has taken innovative steps to ensure egg safety and poultry health.

The Pennsylvania Egg Quality Assurance Program (PEQAP) was the first voluntary program in the US to tackle the risk of Salmonella contamination of shell eggs. The state has also led the way in terms of monitoring for Avian influenza. Together with the state’s meat and fish industries, poultry farming generates more than $4.3 billion dollars in sales each year.

Growers can get the most important updates on different types of poultry farming by attending the Pennsylvania Poultry Sales and Service Conference and the Northeast Conference on Avian Diseases.

Raising Backyard Chickens

Raising a flock of chickens in the backyard is an enjoyable activity for some people and, with some planning and precautions, can even be done in urban areas. However, it is important to remember that buying commercially-grown eggs may turn out to be cheaper than producing them on a small scale. Before considering raising backyard poultry, people should get detailed information about local zoning codes and regulations.

A wide array of articles, videos, and workshops on poultry and egg production and management is available here. Issues such as hot weather management of poultry, common pests, requirements for laying flocks, and many others are discussed. Information on turkey farming and raising other types of domestic birds is also available in this section.

Growers who are interested in egg production need to consider aspects such as selecting the most suitable hybrids, space requirements, litter management, diet, nests, and many more factors. In all types of poultry farms, watering is an important issue, related to the quality of the provided drinking water. Growers can get useful tips on water disinfection and safe ways to maintain water tanks and water lines.

Small flock poultry producers, as well as urban or backyard poultry hobbyists, may be interested in the Small-Scale Poultry Production and Processing Workshop which discusses a whole host of issues: biosecurity, budgeting, animal health and welfare, brooding, egg production, and meat processing.

Egg and Poultry Meat Production

There are many components to the successful management of a chicken or turkey farm. A well-detailed flock plan takes into account the applicable farming laws and local regulations and plans for aspects of biosecurity. Penn State Extension offers updated information on different aspects of poultry farm management.

A key factor for success is the safety and quality of the produced eggs and meat. Growers can find information about all the different inputs needed for an optimal result: handling laying chickens, adhering to HACCP standards, and controlling and maintaining meat quality. Details on how to handle laying chickens and eggs in all stages of the process are available here.

Anyone involved in poultry farming will benefit from attending the Pennsylvania Poultry Sales and Service Conference and the Northeast Conference on Avian Diseases.
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 You May Also Be Interested In...


	  [image: Handling Poultry]      Videos
 Handling Poultry Learn how to pick up and hold poultry without injuring them or you.


       
	  [image: Writing a Manure Management Plan for Pennsylvania Farmers and Property Owners]      Online Courses
 Writing a Manure Management Plan for Pennsylvania Farmers and Property Owners Pennsylvania law requires farms and properties with animals or that use manure to develop a manure management plan. This course walks you through the process.


       
	  [image: Estafilococosis en la Avicultura]      Articles
 Estafilococosis en la Avicultura Descripción de las infecciones bacterianas causadas por estafilococos en las aves de corral.


       
	  [image: Managing Chicken Coccidiosis in Small Flocks During Summer]      Articles
 Managing Chicken Coccidiosis in Small Flocks During Summer Coccidiosis can be a challenge for small flocks, especially those choosing antibiotic-free production. This article provides information on the parasite's life cycle, clinical signs, and treatment.
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